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Non-Search “Searches”

4th Amendment

• The right of the people to be secure in 

their persons, houses, papers, and 

effects…

Non-Governmental Searches

• The Bill of Rights protects citizens from 

government intrusions

• A non-governmental person might 

conduct an illegal search and still 

provide legal evidence at trial
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Non-Applicable Situations

• Public View

–Abandoned Property

–Automobiles 

–K-9 Sniffs

Non-Applicable Situations

• Inspection Authority

–Taverns

–Airports

–Jails

–Courthouses

Non-Applicable Situations

• Private Property

–Open Fields vs. Curtilage
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Curtilage – U.S. v. Dunn

• http://www.kletc.org/DW_legal/curtilage.html

• Its proximity to a home

• Whether the area is included in an 
enclosure surrounding the home

• The nature of the uses to which the 
area is put 

• The protective measures taken to 
protect the area from sight by passersby

Public View

vs. 

Plain View

Consent

• Article 1

• Article 2


